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Context: 
The Board has fiduciary responsibility for ensuring that students are free of being influenced through 
corporate sponsorships, partnerships and/or advertising. We recognize the power of sponsorships, 
partnerships and advertising to “brand” students.  

Policy Statement:
The Board acknowledges that corporate sponsorships, partnerships and advertising can be 
beneficial to public education. However, the board reserves the right and responsibility to carefully 
vet and manage these relationships to ensure students are not being unduly influenced or branded. 

Guiding Principles: 
1. The Board supports the development of healthy and sustainable education-business

relationships between the Board, its schools, and the community.
2. The Board encourages, businesses, corporations, labour, community and  civic  groups,

government and educational agencies to seek collaborative partnerships.
3. All sponsorships/partnerships must be consistent with the values, principles, and objectives

of the School District.
4. Schools, as learning communities, must not become vehicles for circulation of materials

intended primarily for commercial gain, nor for propaganda materials that are inflammatory
in nature or contrary to District values.

5. Instructional materials bearing logos and/or advertising promoting ideological and/or
commercial interests are discouraged.

6. Partnerships over more than one school year or $25,000 requires a contract. (Refer to Policy
101 Tendering Purchase and Disposal)

7. Commercial enterprises will not normally be permitted access to teachers and students either
directly on school property or indirectly through the use of School District or school mailing
information or systems.

Definitions: 
Sponsor - An organization or commercial enterprise providing financial support or goods or services 
for an activity, series of activities, program or service. 
Donation - Money, goods or services given to a school or the School District with no expectation of 
reciprocal provision of goods or services to the donor.  
Partnership - A collaborative relationship between the Board and an organization or business 
wherein the resources of the Board and the partner are combined to enhance the quality and 
relevance of the educational program provided by the Board.  

References: 
 Administrative Procedure to Board Policy 705:  Corporate Community Sponsorships,

Partnerships and Advertising in Schools.

Dates of Adoption/Amendments: 
Adopted: 2018.02.27 
Amended: 2022.05.24
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Purpose 
These Administrative Procedures are written in support of Policy 705: Corporate/ Community 
Sponsorships, Partnerships, and Advertising in Schools. 
 
The Board of Education supports the development of sustainable education-business 
relationships between the Board, its schools, and the community provided they do not 
compromise the District’s commitment to maintaining safe, caring and inclusive schools. 
 
The Board or, in the case of a school, the Principal or designate, in consultation with school 
partner groups, shall have the authority to decline any form of donation, sponsorship or 
partnership that is inconsistent with the values, principles or policies of the School District or the 
particular school.  
 
No employee of the School District shall accept a personal gift in cash or kind, or benefit from the 
corporate sponsor or donor. Corporate involvement programs shall not limit the discretion of the 
schools, teachers, and the School District in the use of sponsored materials.  
 
Sponsorships or sponsorship agreements exceeding $25,000 in amount or longer than one (1) 
year in duration shall be confirmed by contract through the School District. Proposals shall be 
sent to the Secretary Treasurer’s office with a detailed rationale to obtain appropriate approvals 
and/or draw up proper legal agreements in consultation with all stakeholder groups.  
 
Each sponsorship arrangement should have an agreed upon sponsor acknowledgement plan 
prior to accepting the sponsorship or donation. The sponsor acknowledgement plan shall be 
approved by the school principal in consultation with the education partner groups for school level 
sponsorships. The Secretary Treasurer’s office will ensure the sponsor acknowledgement plan is 
acceptable and consistent with this policy for District-wide sponsorship agreements.  
 
Sponsor or partner activity must not infringe on any collective agreement or labour relations’ 
practices.  
 
Advertising  
In general, the sales, the promotion of sales or the support to sales by canvassing, advertising or 
by other means on the part of any commercial enterprise may be seen as a violation of the safe 
and secure environment for students or an invasion of the privacy of parents or teachers.  
 
Recognized charitable organizations and agencies and other organizations having educational 
and community services attributes may be allowed the opportunity to approach school principals 
or designated Board staff at the discretion of the Superintendent. 
 
Local businesses or donors may be solicited for sponsorship in exchange for limited space 
advertising in schools publications such as yearbooks, brochures and programs, with the 
principal’s approval. 
 
 
 



 

QUALICUM SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES TO BOARD POLICY 705  
 

CORPORATE/COMMUNITY SPONSORSHIPS, PARTNERSHIPS AND 
ADVERTISING IN SCHOOLS 

 

Page 2 of 3 

 
Distribution of materials supplied by genuine, community-oriented organizations may be 
authorized by the Superintendent, provided that they do not demand undue disruption of school 
time or routine, and provided that they do not contain political, religious or inflammatory 
material/messages/images which might create unfavourable community reaction and/or run 
counter to School District values.  
 
 
Partnerships  
The Board supports and encourages partnerships that:  
•  Treat the educational and personal welfare of students as the paramount concerns and 

are in accordance with the highest ethical standards and considerations  
•  Address an identifiable educational or operational purpose or need consistent with the 

School District’s strategic priorities, statements of purpose, and the provincial goals of 
education  

•  Increase the equitable access of students to high quality educational programs, service or 
learning resources.  

 
 
Donations  
The School District is able to issue tax receipts for cash donations and donations of furniture, 
equipment or similar items valued $1000 or less. In accordance with Canada Revenue Agency’s 
Policy 413, donated items valued at more than $1000 must be independently assessed by a third 
party before the School District can issue a tax receipt. A sponsorship payment from a business 
for which the business receives a material advantage such as promotion or advertising (for 
example, in a press release) as part of an acknowledgement plan may not be eligible for a tax 
receipt under Canada Revenue Agency’s rules.  
 
New or used equipment must be at a standard acceptable for use in classrooms and schools and 
meet School District specifications. Equipment must be installed according to the standards of 
the School District. The school principal shall consult with the appropriate Board office staff to 
make this determination. The school and/or School District must consider costs of installation, 
maintenance, repairs, and training, where necessary, to ensure funds are available to support the 
acquisition of the donated equipment. If accepted, donations shall become the property of the 
School District.  
 
 
District Parent Advisory Council/Parent Advisory Council (PAC) 
The District Parent Advisory Council and a school’s Parent Advisory Council (PAC) are often  
successful fund-raising groups whose efforts facilitate the acquisition of equipment, goods or 
services in support of one or more schools.  Decisions on the methods of raising funds for a school 
shall be made in consultation with the Superintendent of Schools and/or the school’s Principal in 
accordance with School District policies and administrative procedures.  
 
 
Reference: 
• Board Policy 705:  Corporate/Community Sponsorships, Partnerships and Advertising in 

Schools 
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Dates of Adoption/Amendments: 
Adopted: 2018.02.27 
Amended: 2022.11.22:  2023.11.28 


